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I was really pleased with this week’s parent evening. We had a great turn out especially
considering it was a dark and rainy night. Many thanks to the parents who supported the
school through organising the refreshments and Mrs Browns for providing the cakes. The
highlight for me was seeing parents of primary pupils speaking to the subject specialist
teachers such as IT and Adventure studies. I also love to hear the stories where we have had
a positive impact at home and that your children are calmer since they came to us.
In the next few weeks we have Christmas Fayre, Father Christmas, Christmas Jumper Day
and Christmas Dinners. These dates are listed below. I hope to see you all in school enjoying
the events with the children.
We have been concentrating on being kind to each other in the last few weeks and it has
really impressed me how often this happens and that the students understand the importance
of everyone getting on with each other and offering support when that is needed. Well done
to everyone.
We have recently simplified our school rules and are explaining these and using them around
school. They are: Ready - Respect - Safe. These simple words sum up everything else we
expect from our pupils for example: be ready for lessons by having the correct equipment and
being dressed correctly. Respect others and be polite and kind. Be safe when you are with
others and walking around the school. Maybe your child will come home and use these words,
now you will know where they came from!
Thank you Brett Storry

Friday December 13th 10am to 12.30pm- School
Christmas Fair
Friday 13th December- Christmas Jumper Day for Save
the Children
Tuesday December 17th- Primary Christmas Lunch,
Secondary-party food in classes
Thursday December 19th- Secondary Christmas Lunch,
Primary- party food in classes

This year the school raised a grand total of
£355 towards Children in Need. Well done to
all involved in this great achievement.
Many events took place including:
● Around the World breakfast - class SS
● Cake sale - class KP
● Parent teacher quiz - Jenny
● Adventure themed fancy dress-all who
took part
We are looking forward to our next big MT
event!
Chris Holl

Friday December 13th 2019
Pupils are welcome to come
into school wearing a
Christmas jumper with their
normal school uniform to raise
funds for save the children.
Please send your child in with
a donation.

Christmas Reindeer
*Jody our Forest
School teacher is
making wooden
reindeers with the
pupils this term.
*They cost £10 each
and all money raised
will be used to buy
Wildlife Feed for the
Forest School.
*If you would like to
buy one please contact
the school reception,
please be aware there is
a limited amount
available!

Term 1

Monday
Climbing Club
(Tom T &
Marcus)
Swimming Club
(Kerrie P)

Tuesday
Fitness
Club

Wednesday
Drama

(Claire Q &
(Simon P & Cassie L)
Chey)

(Alternate
Weeks)
Pupil Voice/
Cooking

Forest
Skills

Rounders
(Sian S)

(Emma W & Jen
B)
Photography
(Mandy C &
Hayley S)

(Jody S &
Martin W)

Thursday
Multi Skills
(Gary M and
Sam L)

Who knew what fun you could have with a desk and a protractor!
KP class have been practising angle measuring using their desks and a
protractor. This was a really fun and engaging activity!

This week in Forest School CR Class had a great time in the forest exploring
and having stick races!

Class KP have been
busy this week,
using their
curriculum to
prepare for the
Christmas Fairthis time, in
technology the
class have made
some bath bombs
the students loved
making these!

Tom, our adventure studies teacher has been encouraging pupils with their
climbing skills-great photos!

The animals have kept us on our toes lately. We have taken on two very lively
and adventurous goats as well as 5 more pigs!! Peppa even decided to take
‘meet and greet’ to a whole new level by making her way out of the farm and on
to the road. Luckily Cameron was able to safely walk her home. A huge thank
you to all the pupils and the farmers for helping to get them all settled.

Below Angel is working hard on Mayflower project at Wolseley. Angel is fitting the first sail
and then gluing in part of the decking for the doorway .

Pictured below is Josh working on his project which was a gumball dispenser. Josh worked
really hard and is using the electric circular sander to smooth his wood, which he has just cut.
Josh is in the correct PPE to protect himself.

On the right, Nathen is fixing the seat on a
school bench which will be donated to
Dartmoor zoo when it is completed. The bench
will be completely made from recycled wood
and Callum is using old pallets for the seat.

Zack is cutting out the shape of his clock using the hand saw. Zack is then sanding using the
sander to shape his clock face.

On the right, Callum is attempting a
Mortise and Tenon joint which is
extremely difficult however excellent for
the build of furniture. Callum is really
focused and demonstrated great patience
to do this.

Brandon and Ely have been working hard at Wolseley on their bench project. Even Bob ended
up being roped in to help!

Yr 7 have been using moly mod kits to model elements, mixtures compounds &
molecules this week.
James looks super pleased with the CO2 he made!

Year 8 have been investigating densities of liquids this week in science by
making a rainbow column. They made sure it was a fair test with a 10th of each
liquid.

Year 11 GCSE debate cards used for a superb , factual debate on selective
breeding. Pupils selected the person they would like to represent in the debate
and learned the facts, to discuss. A microphone was used to allow each person to
speak in turn - like on Question time! The pupils were very articulate ,
passionate and knowledgeable in their debate, especially when expressing their
own opinions, but equally listened to others point of view - a valuable skill.
Brandon = Organic farmer, Gary

Dawson = Doctor

Cain = RSPCA

Mandy = Mum of 3 on low income

Tarrin = Supermarket manager

Lisa = Selective Breeding farmer Giles

Harvey has been
experimenting with
natural indicators in
spinach, turmeric,
beetroot , testing it
in acid and alkali as
part of A S D A N
award.

The pupils and staff from our Downham Centre were lucky enough to be up on
the Hoe today to see Theresa May give a speech about Nancy Astor- the first
female MP - and watch as Mrs May unveiled a statue in her honour. The boys
were very respectful and behaved impeccably even though it was extremely busy
and space was at a premium!
Such a unique experience for them - all well done boys.

Jigsaw puzzles are so therapeutic.
One of our Aspire students is feeling very
relaxed and happy with himself after
completing a very challenging puzzle. Our
student really does enjoy his mindfulness
time.

KS4 Catering have been preparing some scrumptious dog treats this week to sell
at the Christmas Fair! (Lucky pups!)

Class KP have made a 'cake in a mug' during their technology class this week,
the class learned how to weigh, cream, blend and whisk. Hopefully they might
use this new skill at home soon!

Raffle tickets will be sent home with pupils next week, tickets cost £1 each and
all money raised will be donated to Heartswell South West and the Keep Me Close
Appeal.
Keep Me Close Appeal
“Keep Me Close is a fundraising appeal under the umbrella of Plymouth Hospitals Charity (reg no. 1048679).
Funds that are raised for Keep Me Close are used to support the provision and development of parental
accommodation for those parents of babies who are being cared for on the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.
The Keep Me Close appeal is aimed at providing parental accommodation for the parents of babies we care
for on the ward. Because of the nature of the babies we care for, parents are encouraged to remain close by
to promote bonding, maternal and paternal mental health as well as getting involved in their baby’s care
which is in itself intrinsic to the development of their child. The time a baby is on the ward, we house as
many parents as possible in our on-site accommodation based on the unit. This is generally reserved for
those parents who are displaced away from their home hospital and currently we are only able to house four
sets of parents. With the extreme preterm infants who can expect a stay in hospital for over 100 days, this
is an extremely expensive and long time to be away from your home and immediate family.”

Hospital Guest Accomodation Bursary Fund (Heartswell)
“Our hospital guest accommodation provides a safe and comfortable place for patients, friends, carers and
relatives to stay when they or a loved one are undergoing treatment at one of our local health care centres.
Being able to stay close by during these times can make a huge difference to how people feel and the
recovery times for patients. With our local health centres providing treatment for people living across the
peninsula and those holidaying here we have seen a growing need for our hospital guest accommodation. We
try to ensure that everyone who needs us is able to stay but sometimes circumstances can be very difficult
and prolonged stays can also become a financial burden. We use gifts and donations to provide bursaries for
those who are most in need to ensure that they too can be close to their loved ones and support their
treatment and recovery. Every gift no matter how small, makes a big difference to someone.”

Christmas Holidays
-

Last day of term: 20th December 2019
First day back to school: 6th January 2020

February Half Term
-

Last day of term: 14th February 2020
First day back to school: 24th February 2020

Easter Holidays
-

Last day of term: 27th March 2020
First day back to school: 14th April 2020

May Bank Holiday
-

The early May bank holiday in 2020 will move from Monday 4 May to Friday 8 May to
mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day which takes place on 8 May,

May Half Term
-

Last day of term: 22nd May 2020
First day back to school: 1st June 2020

Summer Holiday
-

Last day of term: 24th July 2020

Next coffee morning dates:
10am-12pm

5th December
19th December

Please come along to this informal
get together. It’s a lovely opportunity
to meet other parents and carers.

Mount Tamar Diploma with Parents & Carers
At Mount Tamar School, we are very keen to ensure that all parents and carers
feel fully informed regarding everything about us as a school. We are also very
aware that there is a real need for us as a school, to be fully informed about
your child.
As such, we have set up a Course for Parents as follows: Starting Thursday 7th November 12 pm to 2 pm– for 5 weeks.
Week 1 Thursday 7th November 12 pm until 2 pm—What is available to me as a parent/carer
of a child at Mount Tamar School. Tour of school. Information given to parents and carers about
School trips, holiday clubs, coffee mornings, reports, parents evenings etc. Details of School
uniform, Therapy Team, sample report & talk about working together in partnership with families.
Week 2— Understanding Additional Needs. A talk from our SENCO Kim Wentworth—
understanding my child’s EHCP and the importance of EHCP reviews. Details of our Aspire
Centres from Kim Wentworth. A talk from our Therapist Pip Fields—Therapeutic support in the
classroom. Sandra Bryant—Family Support Worker to talk about help and support available with
CAMHS and CDC.
Week 3— Behaviour and Environment Management. A demonstration from one of our teachers
Claire Ritchie, using TEACCH method in school. How we manage your child’s day, in their school
environment. Chey Bryce to explain how we use “Pivotal” in school. School manager, Jackey
Cook to talk about behaviour strategies.
Week 4—The School Curriculum—A presentation from our teacher Emma Wilton about the
curriculum at Mount Tamar, with a Questions and Answers session. A Science demonstration from
our Head of Science Sian Storry including an experiment with participation. A visit to the Forest
School, with a guided tour from our Forest School teacher—Jody Stevens.
Week 5—Celebration Event. Post 16 opportunities—details given by Pete Wentworth, together
with details of school partnerships. Recap of previous four weeks. Gather feedback and parents
perception of Mount Tamar School—how we will work in partnership with parents to ensure that
their child’s needs are met. Present Certificates.

