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Our residential programme started this week with some great weather at The 
River Dart Park. The primary pupils looked like they had some amazing fun and 
built their team spirit really well. 
We continue to focus on future jobs and careers through visiting all the local 
exciting projects across Plymouth. The science and Imax visits really inspired our 
pupils and gave them the belief that they could actually do anything that they set 
their mind to if they try hard. 
We have had new staff starting recently, over the next few weeks we will be 
introducing them via the newsletter. 
We are currently working on the groupings and timetable for June as this is the 
time that our academic year ends at Mount Tamar and some groups will change 
rooms and maybe staffing. We will try to keep this as consistent as possible, 
however this does need to be balanced with staff who move on and also getting 
the pupils used to some change.

Please keep up to date with all that is happening through our Facebook and 
Twitter pages, we use social media daily to update and inform carers and 
parents of what has been going on in and around school and future events.
We are always striving for excellence, if you have any suggestions for how 
we can improve come in and have a chat to Hayley or Sandra.

 



 
We arrived safely and unpacked all of 
our belongings in our dorms. We tried 
out all of the park equipment before 
lunch then went stream dipping where 
we managed to catch pond skaters, 
beetles and even some small fish!

After a lovely dinner of pasta 
bolognese we had a campfire, sang 
some songs and toasted marshmallows 
before settling down for bed. Some of 
the children were anxious about a 
night away from home but they did 
fantastically well to get some sleep! 
The adults even managed some hours!

After a big fry up on our final morning 
we went on a welly walk and hunted for 
bugs. The children competed to make 
the best bug hotel (Gary got very 
competitive!) and we ended the 
brilliant residential with a spot of 
shopping!



 



 

.

Last Friday six of our students attended the annual British Science Week 
event at the brain tumour research labs at the science park in Derriford. 
Although the event is aimed at year 9, Miss Duffy also took some year 8 and 7 
students who are enthusiastic about the subject. They greatly impressed the 
scientists there, who declared their DNA extraction to be the best they have 
seen this year! They also processed and relocated some kidney cells, which will 
be used in the coming weeks in actual research to find treatments for brain 
tumours and diabetes. Finally we looked at genetically modified fruit fly larvae 
whose brains glowed red under a special light. These are used to find 
treatments for Alzheimer's disease. A couple of our students said they were 
now interested in this sort of work in the future. Well done all!



 

.
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This week in Merlins we have been learning about the effects of drugs on our 
bodies. Amy has worked incredibly hard this morning on her poster which 
includes facts under the images.



 

.

We are currently working with the “Build Plymouth” group and have been 
visiting the Open Doors events in and around the city.
Our Prospect students had the opportunity to revisit the new IMAX complex 
in the city centre. The class saw the start of the construction some months 
ago and we thought it would be fantastic to see how much the area has been 
transformed in such a short period of time.
 
Once the class had been fully kitted out in the correct safety equipment and 
had been given the appropriate level of safety induction for this visit we 
went straight out into the complex and started to climb! 
 
Some 207 steps later (Quinn counted them with Mr Holl) we made it to the 
sky bar which will have even more fantastic views of the whole of Plymouth. 
Then, we started the descent and saw lots of new areas on each floor.
The first area we came across was the main IMAX cinema which features 
curved seating atriums and a huge wall where the huge curved IMAX screen 
will be installed. We were told that once all of the construction was 
completed, all of the contractors would leave the building and then a 
separate team of specialist contractors would be arriving to install all of the 
cinema equipment. This will be completed secretly, so that it will be an even 
bigger surprise when it all opens!
 
The lower floors encompass 12 new restaurants as well as the other 11 
standard screen cinemas - all of which appeared huge (but that may be 
because we saw them when they were completely empty).

Once Quinn had finally finished counting the steps to make sure he was 
correct, we returned to the main site office. Emma from “Build Plymouth” 
then gave us all an interesting talk about all of the construction going on in 
and around Plymouth. Emma also discussed the types of jobs available in 
construction as well and then answered some quite difficult questions from 
the students before we left to return to school.
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The boys at the Prospect Centre enjoyed decorating their calm boxes this 
week... 



 
Buzzards class have been recognising different types of poetry and 
learning about Haikus ( Japanese poem). We wrote haikus about the 
damage being done to the environment by humans, and the result of this.
Callum ( yr 6) has written this one, making sure it has the correct number 
of syllables. Well done!

Haiku 

Appalling, dreadful (5)
Mother Nature at its 

worst (7)
it was lush and green. (5)



 
The pupils form the Prospect Centre enjoyed another great trip to the 
donkey sanctuary this week...
 
 



Thursday 28th March- PSA Coffee Morning- Craft Session

Friday 5th April- Last day of term

Tuesday 23rd April- First day back for Pupils

This is Messenger - the largest 
bronze cast sculpture in the 
UK, being delivered to 
Plymouth City Centre and being 
installed outside theatre royal.  
One of our off site students 
was lucky enough to see it 
being delivered!





Easter Holidays

- Last day of term: 5th April 2019
- First day back to school: 23rd April 2019

May Bank Holiday

- 6th May 2019

May Half Term

- Last day of term: 24th May 2019
- First day back to school: 3rd June 2019

Summer Holidays

- Last day of term: 26th July 2019
- First day back to school: 4th September 2019

October Half Term

- Last day of term: 18th October 2019
- First day back to school: 5th November 2019

Christmas Holidays

- Last day of term: 20th December 2019
- First day back to school: 6th January 2020

February Half Term

- Last day of term: 14th February 2020
- First day back to school: 24th February 2020 



Easter Holidays

- Last day of term: 27th March 2020
- First day back to school: 14th April 2020

May Bank Holiday

- 4th May 2020-

May Half Term

- Last day of term: 22nd May 2020
- First day back to school: 1st June 2020

Summer Holiday

- Last day of term: 24th July 2020



Following the lovely session that we 
had in school recently, we will be 

having an Easter Craft Session for 
parents on: 

Thursday 28th March
9.30 am until 12.30 pm

This is such a nice thing to do, with 
lovely people, please come along 

and have some

“YOU TIME”













Location Date and Time

Courtlands Special School Wednesday 12th June 2019 9;30am- 
11:30am

Parent and Carer Workshops
Mental Health Awareness and Young People

These workshops are split into a 1 hour information session with the second hour 
providing an opportunity for Parents and Carers to ask questions/gain information 
from a panel of professionals comprising of The Zone, CAMHS and Young Devon.

Please contact The Zone for further information and to book 
these sessions. 

The Zone
Registered office: Youth Enquiry Service (Plymouth) Ltd,
14-16 Union Street,
Derry's Cross,
Plymouth
PL1 2SR

T: 01752 206626 M: 07837066484 W: www.thezoneplymouth.co.uk

 

http://www.thezoneplymouth.co.uk/


http://www.plymouthias.org.uk/resources/f
iles/publication_80_FYI-newsletter-feb-20
19.pdf

We keep in touch with parents through our For Your Interest newsletter. At 
Plymouth Information, Advice and Support for SEND we regularly receive lots 
of useful and interesting information that is highly relevant to parents. Once we 
have a good amount of information we send it out in ‘magazine form’ to our FYI 
Mailing list.

Information in the mailing includes:

● Participation Opportunities
● Local Events
● Parent Groups and Coffee Mornings
● Surveys and consultations
● Workshops
● And much more!

You can access the newsletter via the link

below:

For Your Interest February Newsletter (FYI)

http://www.plymouthias.org.uk/resources/files/publication_80_FYI-newsletter-feb-2019.pdf
http://www.plymouthias.org.uk/resources/files/publication_80_FYI-newsletter-feb-2019.pdf
http://www.plymouthias.org.uk/resources/files/publication_80_FYI-newsletter-feb-2019.pdf


The information below is about forthcoming events that parents and 
carers with children and young people with SEND might like to be 
involved with.

● Family Fun Day - Wednesday 20 February 2019
A family fun day for families with children with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities.

● Accessing Public Services with CEREBRA - Monday 4 
March 2019
A workshop for parents / carer and professionals who 
support them.

● Behaviour Toolkit (Primary) - Monday 29 April 2019
A workshop for families wanting support in making a 
behaviour plan.

● SEND parent carer Conference 9.30-2.30 Wednesday 8th 
May 2019 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ppcv-parent-carer-se
nd-conference-080519-tickets-56588074454

● Sleep with Cerebra - Primary School  at the Guildhall 10-2pm  
Tuesday 4th June 2019 for parents and carers

● https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ppcv-sleep-with-cere
bra-primary-school-tickets-56946061202

Bookings can be made through Eventbrite by 
clicking the links above.

For more information please contact Claire Paddon 
at: claire@plymouthpcv.co.uk

Plymouth Parent Carer Voice Events

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ppcv-plymouth-send-family-funday-200219-tickets-53163095249
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ppcv-accressing-public-services-with-cerebra-tickets-56410915567
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ppcv-developing-your-behaviour-toolbox-290419-primary-tickets-56332929308
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ppcv-parent-carer-send-conference-080519-tickets-56588074454
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ppcv-parent-carer-send-conference-080519-tickets-56588074454
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ppcv-sleep-with-cerebra-primary-school-tickets-56946061202
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ppcv-sleep-with-cerebra-primary-school-tickets-56946061202

