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● Thursday 13th February 10am-12pm- Parent/ 
Carer Coffee Morning (Main site)

● Friday 14th February- Last day of term
● Monday 24th February- First day back to school
● Tuesday 25th February 10am-12pm- 

Parent/Carer Coffee Morning at Seymour House

This is ‘Internet Safety Week’ for the school, and nationally on Tuesday. Throughout 
the week the students will be talking through how important it is to be safe online and 
the dangers that are around them when on the internet; searching, playing games 
and also social media. I hope that you can make this an opportunity to talk with your 
child about what they are doing when they are online. Our staff here have been going 
through a series of training workshops over the last month to ensure that we are all 
up to date with how to support the students, therefore if you would like any 
information or help please just get in contact with us here.

In this week’s newsletter we include an article on ‘Level Best’ - this is a great new 
initiative that we started this term where each student chooses themselves three 
‘Level Ones’ that he or she really wants to improve on. This has proved very 
interesting listening to how much they all understand about themselves and it shows 
that they really do want to improve. Ask them what theirs are!

We sent you all an email through our new communication system ‘Arbor’ last week, 
please can you check that you received this. If you didn’t it may be in your spam junk 
box but if not there either please do let us know as we will be increasing our 
communication through emails in the future.
Please keep in touch with what we are all doing through the school Facebook page.
Thank you
Brett Storry
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Term 2

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Yoga Club

(Kerrie)

Fitness Club 

(Simon and 
Martin)

Drama 

(Claire Q 
and Cassie)

Multi Skills  

(Gary  and Sam)

Pupil Voice Club

(Jen B)

Volleyball 
Club 

(Josh Brown 
and Chey 
Bryce)

Rounders  

(Sian)

Sewing Club

(Mandy)

Climbing Club 
(Students to get 
picked up 4.30 
from lifecentre) 

(Tom Thorpe)



In the absence of a football it’s great to see the field used by primary and 
secondary pupils together, playing ‘Chicken or Hero’!

So nice to walk around school  and see so many fabulous displays and new 
emerging book corners - well done to our creative staff and to the students 
for their hard work ! More photos from a different area of school to follow 



The students at our Downham Centre have been creating some fantastic meals 
as part of their ASDAN. Everyone agreed they were really tasty and well made. 
Well done boys you have worked hard with this!
Hopefully you will soon be showing off those cooking skills at home.



Class JB enjoyed tasting the food they had cooked during their Commando 
Joe's lesson this week!
The students cooked some tuna steaks, which was a first for some of them! 
They stepped out of their comfort zone and then really enjoyed them!
A huge thank you and well done to Callum who helped throughout the lesson!

Tarrin has now successfully managed to travel from his home in Liskeard, to his 
Bluescreen IT placement in Derriford. This is a huge achievement for Tarrin 
and means that he is now able to confidently use two modes of public transport, 
both train and bus, to independently travel to and from his placement. A 
fantastic achievement, well done Tarrin! 



Downham centre took a trip to Dartmoor zoo this week to enable them to write 
a report for an ASDAN module.  They reported on what they saw and what their 
favorite animals were.  The students had a great time and can't wait to go back.
Its bath time for Cookie the bearded dragon, so before his bath students 
wanted to hold him.  This is a first for one of our students as he has been too 
scared to hold him but we have been building up his confidence so he was able to 
do so without being scared.  Well done for facing and overcoming your fears. 



Brandon is soldering an indicator switch which he is going to put on his bike. Cameron has 
begun to make a wooden car.

The group project of building a throne for the school library continues….... 

Zack is seen modelling the throne as they approach the painting stage.



The prospect guys have had another great session at Wolseley this week. Pupils have been 
peer mentoring and  Luke helped cut some wood. Quinn is having a go at cleaning some 
alloys using a wire drill.

Alfie is designing a sign to go onto the 
group bench using the laptop. Marshall 
has started to make a box that will 
hold a speaker he has made.



Year 11 Entry Level have been learning about the crystallisation of 
copper sulphate.



Year 7 have been investigating the thermal decomposition of copper carbonate, 
it gave off CO2 as it turned the limewater cloudy. They also investigated if we 
breathe out CO2, if we do the limewater should turn cloudy. 



The Year 11 Entry level science class have been learning about 
Fractional distillation of salty water.



Year 7 have been investigating chemical and physical reactions in their science 
lesson this week. 



Year 6 & 7 have been investigating neutralisation of acids and alkalis in science 
this week.



Year 9 carried out an investigation into sacrificial metals to prevent rusting.



Year 9 have been dissecting kidneys in science this week...



Pupils from the Marine Academy Primary School were invited to participate in a science 
lesson at Mount Tamar School recently. They took part in practical sessions where they had 
the opportunity to dissect a heart and experiment with acids and alkalis. As you can see from 
the photos they had lots of fun!
We had some great feedback:



We have been working hard in English to adapt our curriculum. We have put reading stories at the 
heart of everything we do in English. We want our pupils to love reading and experience a whole range 
of stories that will capture their imaginations and fire their emotions. Each class has a  storybook 
that is their focus for the half term. Everyone in the class has a copy of the book and reading is 
shared by the teacher and members of the class. We have made a flying start!

The theme of the story follows through into the other aspects of the English curriculum. We have a 
real focus on spelling, punctuation and grammar ensuring all pupils have a solid foundation from which 
to express themselves. All pupils will have a weekly opportunity to showcase their learning in an 
independent writing activity. Finally, our pupils finish off the English week without writing…..but 
talking or presenting or acting or role-playing to help bring the subject to life.

Our library has been revamped and is great space to be to read and chill,  we have a whole range of 
events taking place in there to suit all tastes:

And our classes are competing in a book corner 
competition. Hopefully, this time my class will 
win...nudge nudge 

Simon Plunkett 
Head of English



Over the past few months, children at Mount Tamar have been engaging in a new 
scheme called Level Best. The aim of Level Best is for children to make a 
positive change to themselves that they are in control of, with the support of 
key adults. Level 1 of the process starts with a discussion between child and key 
adult and from that discussion targets for the child are made and displayed in a 
badge for the child proudly wear. This gives the opportunity for children to let 
peers and adults know what it is they want to change and how they are going to 
do it. If a child believes they are going off track with their targets, 
‘nudgers’(key adults) are designated to enable them to refocus their targets. 
Level 2 is the implementation stage, they are facts that aren’t yet true, but 
with Level Best they could be! Level 2 can continue until that trait has become a 
defining factor of the child's character so it could take two months, or even a 
year to reach Level 3.

Sam Laskey
Teacher



February Half Term

- Last day of term: 14th February 2020
- First day back to school: 24th February 2020 

Easter Holidays

- Last day of term: 27th March 2020
- First day back to school: 14th April 2020

May Bank Holiday

- Friday 8 May - this marks the 75th anniversary of VE Day which takes place on 8 May
-

May Half Term

- Last day of term: 22nd May 2020
- First day back to school: 1st June 2020

Summer Holiday

- Last day of term: 24th July 2020
- First day back to school: 3rd September 2020

October Holidays

- Last day of term: 23rd October 2020
- First day back to school: 9th November 2020

Christmas Holidays

- Last day of term: 18th December 2020
- First day back to school: 5th January 2021

February Half Term

- Last day of term: 12th February 2021
- First day back to school: 22nd February 2021





Jason and his team from Bath Philharmonia invite you to join us for a unique music project, just for Young Carers. Absolutely no experience needed. Whether you're an aspiring musician or just love listening to music, come along and take part in this amazing project. Take a look at our YouTube channel to see what we're about: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hh8rHCDN_2Y  

Time: 10am – 4pm

Place: Efford Youth Centre

Refreshments will be provided

Taxis can be provided if required 

Dates: Tuesday 18th, Wednesday 19th, Thursday 20th, Friday 21st, Saturday 29th February

Sunday 1st March- performance day

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hh8rHCDN_2Y


Activities & Events for SEND: February 2020
Are you looking for things to do in 
the Plymouth area over the February 
half term holidays including activities 
suitable for young people with 
special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND)?

If so, our latest SEND newsletter is 
now available to download from our 
website and includes many FREE 
activities and events.
 
Download the latest edition:

SEND Newsletter: February 2020 
(PDF - 8.41MB)

www.plymouthias.org.uk/information
-support/send-newsletter

http://www.plymouthias.org.uk/information-support/send-newsletter
http://www.plymouthias.org.uk/information-support/send-newsletter
http://www.plymouthias.org.uk/information-support/send-newsletter


Parents/Carers Granary 
Farm School Visit 

Would you like the opportunity to 
visit our Granary Farm School?

We have organised a visit to the 
farm on Wednesday 20th May, 
leaving school at 12.30 pm and 
returning by 2.30 pm.  Places will 
be limited, so please put your 
name down as soon as 
possible.This will allow you to see 
and experience the wonderful 
learning opportunities which are 
available to students at the farm.

Transport will be provided from 
our Row Lane site to the farm and 
back. 

Please contact Hayley Lee our 
Parent Support Advisor if you 
would like to attend.

Tel: 01752 355018 or email: 
h_lee@mounttamar.org.uk



Next coffee morning dates (Row 
Lane site):
10am-12pm

Please come along to this informal 
get together.  It’s a lovely opportunity 

to meet other parents and carers. 
Please be assured that your privacy 

will be respected where possible. 

13th February

27th February

26th March



We are now holding a coffee morning on our 
Seymour House Site in ‘The Cabin’. 

This coffee morning will be for parents & carers of 
pupils attending Seymour House, however all of 

our parents & carers are welcome to attend.
Next coffee morning dates (10am-12pm):

25th February 
17th March
21st April
19th May
16th June
14th July

Please come along to this informal get together.  
It’s a lovely opportunity to meet other parents and 

carers.



PE Top £15 or £18

Mid Layer £26.50

Tracksuit Bottoms £24

Leggings (for girls) £24

List of prices:

PE Kit can be purchased from 
https://kitworld.uk/product-category/mount-tamar/

Or you can go in to the shop at Unit 319-320 Faraday Mill, 
Plymouth PL4 0ST

Phone: +44 (0) 1752 265533

 

Blazer £29

Bookbag £7

Fleece £18

Tie £7

Polo Top £9
(increasing to £10 for adult sizes)

Sweatshirt £12

List of prices:

School Uniform can be purchased from Trutex Schoolwear and More, 
Unit 3 Sugar Mill Retail Park, Billacombe Road, Plymouth PL9 7HT

Tel 01752 491353 email: plymouth@trutex.com

 

https://kitworld.uk/product-category/mount-tamar/
https://kitworld.uk/product-category/mount-tamar/







